


Our National Park system was created so 
that we can all see and enjoy some of the most 
diverse and unique areas throughout this coun-
try.  Many of us have avoided some of these won-
derful places because we choose to travel with 
our pets, dogs in particular.  The commonly held 
belief is that dogs are not welcome throughout 
our national park system but this is not true.  
While some parks do have ‘no dog’ policies many 
parks allow dogs and some even welcome them 
with few restrictions.

This type of information is usually available 
on each individual park’s website but there is no 
consistency on where to find it.  As someone 
who travels and camps with two Great Danes I 
have become acutely aware of how helpful it 
would be to have a single resource to turn to for 
finding dog friendly information about our 

national park lands.  That resource did not exist 
so I have begun compiling it for myself.  

This information is to be used as a guide and 
while I have made every effort to have the most 
up to date information, policies can and do 
change.  Check with the rangers when you get to 
a park for any changes or local warnings or haz-
ards that might exist during your visit.  

A four paw park has few limiting restrictions 
placed on pets.  Usually this includes leashes and 
cleaning up a(er your pets but there are some 
unleashed areas as well.

This book contains 4, four paw parks which 
my husband and I have visited with our current 
dogs, two Great Danes named Varel and K’Ehleyr 
or with our first Great Dane, Selar.

WHAT IS A FOUR PAW PARK?
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WHITE SANDS NATIONAL MONUMENT
HIGHWAY 70 ALAMAGORDO, NEW MEXICO
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FEATURES

The Park

White Sands covers 275 square miles and is the largest 
gypsum dune field in the world.  The gypsum was 
deposited in the area 250 million years ago at the 
bottom of a shallow sea.  The dunes are replenished by 
rain and snow in the surrounding mountains washing 
it from the rocks and transporting it to the Tularosa 
Basin where it becomes trapped.

Since the dunes are in constant motion you will see 
only a few plants which can grow rapidly enough to 
gain a foothold.  Many of the native animals are 
nocturnal and some have evolved white colorations to 
blend in with the sands.

A non-native animal you may see is the African Oryx.  
They were introduced to the Missile range in 1969 and 
now number in the 3000’s.  There are efforts to keep 
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them out of the monument to 
protect the native species.  They 
have no native predators to curb 
their growing population.

Dog Features

Pets are permitted throughout the 
park as long as they are leashed or 
under physical restraint.  Carrying 
extra water during the heat of the 
summer is important and of course 
cleaning up a.er them and being 
respectful of other will keep the 
park open to pets.  

Camping is only available at a 
primitive, 1-mile walk in site.  There 
are 10 sites available but no facilities 
except a port-a-potty at the trail 
head.

Bring your own snow saucers for 
some sand sledding.  They are also 
available for purchase at the visitor 
center. 

Link to the park website.
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http://www.nps.gov/whsa/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/whsa/index.htm


FIGURE 1.1 White Sands National Monument Map  



FIGURE 1.3 Campground Map

Campground

FIGURE 1.2 Campground location

Primitive Camp:  1 mile hike near the fork at the 
end of Dunes Drive.  10 sites are available.



GREAT SAND DUNES NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE 
STATE HWY 150, MOSCA, COLORADO
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FEATURES

The Park 

This park contains the tallest sand dunes in North 
America as well as wetlands, grasslands, coniferous and 
aspen forests, alpine lakes and a seasonal creek

Hiking, sand sledding the dunes and swimming in 
Medano creek are common activities.

Dog features

Pets are permitted in all the developed areas and the 
most commonly used areas which includes the dune 
field but only as far as the ridge of the High Dune.  
While there is a limit to the pet area it is a large 
amount of space to explore, play in the sand and swim 
in the seasonal Medano creek. 

Be aware that the temperatures of the sand can get ex-
tremely hot in the summer for unprotected paws.  
There are no poisonous animals in the dunes them-
selves.  The three most common snake species in the 
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park are not venomous, however oc-
casionally rattlesnakes are found in 
the lower elevations of the valley.  
Ticks are around in the surrounding 
forest from May-June.

Digging more than 18” on the slip-
face of a dune can cause the sand to 
collapse and be potentially danger-
ous.

Facilities

Camping is available in the park.  
There are 88 sites at the Pinyon 
Flats campground and 18 primitive 
sites along the Medano Pass Primi-
tive Road (4WD only).

A flyer just about pets in the park is 
available at this link.

Link to the park website.
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http://www.nps.gov/grsa/planyourvisit/upload/pets_2011-web.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/grsa/planyourvisit/upload/pets_2011-web.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/grsa/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grsa/index.htm


FIGURE 2.1 Map of pet areas, allowed in areas shown in blue

Pets are permitted up to the top of 
the first tall ridge on dunes, between 
High Dune and Castle Creek Picnic 
Area



FIGURE 2.3 Map detail

FIGURE 2.2 Great Sand Dunes National Park Map

Pinyon Flats Campground:  
There are 2 loops with 44 sites each.  Loop 1 are first-
come, first-served sites available year round.  
Loop 2 sites are reservable up to 6 months prior be-
tween May 9-September 2.  There are also 3 group 
tent sites.

RV’s longer than 35 feet will have trouble negotiating 
the turns and tree branches and are discouraged.
There are no hook-ups but a dump station and water 
hoses are available in the warmer months.



GRAND STAIRCASE-ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT
HIGHWAY 12, SOUTHERN UTAH
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FEATURES

The Park 

Escalante is composed of 1.9 million acres of the south-
western Utah desert between Bryce Canyon National 
Park, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area and Capi-
tol Reef National Park.  Most of the access is on dirt 
roads of various conditions and with varying regula-
tions about street legal vehicles.  It abounds with hoo-
doos, red-rock formations, slot canyons and arches.

Dog features

The monument gets a 4 paw rating since there are only 
two regulations listed: 

That dogs need to be leashed on the Lower Calf Creek 
Falls trail and if you enter the adjoining Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area.

Since April 2005, dogs have been banned from Coyote 
Gulch, but this area is actually outside the Escalante 
monument and is part of the Glen Canyon NRA.  
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As long as you stay in the GSENM 
the Lower Calf Creek Falls trail is the 
only regulation that directly applies.

Hazards to be aware of include rat-
tlesnakes, scorpions and deer flies.  
During the summer months tem-
peratures can be extreme, hot sand 
can easily burn unprotected paws 
and dehydration can quickly set in.

Facilities

There are many developed and 
primitive camping areas, a map can 
be found here:  suggested_camping.

Be prepared with extra food and wa-
ter, for poor road conditions and be 
aware of the weather; flash floods 
can occur anytime of year.

Link to the park website.
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http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/grand_staircase-escalante/Recreation/camping/suggested_camping.html
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/grand_staircase-escalante/Recreation/camping/suggested_camping.html
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/grand_staircase-escalante.html
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/grand_staircase-escalante.html


FIGURE 3.1 Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Map



FIGURE 3.2 Coyote Gulch, dogs are not allowed.

FIGURE 3.3 Lower Calf Creek Falls, dogs must be leashed on the trail.



DEVILS POSTPILE NATIONAL MONUMENT
STATE ROUTE 203, MAMMOTH, CALIFORNIA

4



FEATURES

A tail wagging 4 paws park.

Devils Postpile has been the most dog friendly and dog 
attended park we have been to.  Dogs are welcome on 
all the trails and even on the ranger lead walks.  The 
only building is a small ranger station and store but we 
even saw a dog inside that.  Be aware that the area is 
volcanic so all the trails are covered in pumice which 
can be abrasive to paws so check your dog’s feet a.er 
hikes or bring booties.  The trails pass in and out of the 
monument and the surrounding national forest; while 
in the monument dogs need to be leashed but outside 
of it they can be under voice control. 

Facilities

Camping is available in both the monument and the 
national forest.  The monument camp is cheaper and 
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has fully plumbed and lighted bath-
rooms as well as numerous water 
pumps.  The forest service camps 
have pit toilets but the individual 
campsites are longer if you have a 
trailer or RV exceeding 37 feet total 
length.  The area is in black bear 
country and bear boxes are provided 
so make sure you put all your pet 
food, bowls and even water bowls 
away when you are not in camp.  
The policy at this park is that if a 
bear becomes a problem bear they 
have to put it down, they have no-
where they can safely relocate 
them, so keep your pets and the 
bears safe and use the bear boxes.

The park is only open mid-June to 
late October and is buried under 
snow the rest of the year.

Link to the park website.
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http://www.nps.gov/depo/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/depo/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/depo/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/depo/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/depo/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/depo/index.htm


FIGURE 4.1 Devils Postpile National Monument Map



FIGURE 4.2 Monument Map detail
Monument:  The national monument is surrounded by 
national forest land and is a part of the Ansel Adams Wil-
derness.  The John Muir and Pacific Crest Trails pass 
through the park.

Park Service Campground:  21 first come first serve sites.
Each site has a fire pit, table and bear locker.
Sites are limited to 6 persons and 2 vehicles per night.
There is a 37’ max vehicle length and a 14 day limit.
The area has running water and flush toilets but no hook 
ups.

Minaret Falls:  Shown on page 12 these falls cascade 
down the rock face.  The size of the falls will vary with 
the season and rainfall.  
The trail is an easy 1.5 mile hike.

Rainbow Falls:  A moderate, 2.5 mile, one-way hike from 
the Ranger Station.  You can also take the shorter 1.3 mile 
route from the Rainbow Falls Trailhead shuttle stop (#9).  
Bring plenty of water, most of the trail has no shade.

There are many other trails of varies lengths and condi-
tions.



This ebook is the first in a series about dogs and National 
Parks.  Information about other parks can also be found 
at barkcheese.wordpress.com.

I hope you have found this information useful and will 
get out and travel with your pets!  

You can also find more of my pet photography at Bark 
“Cheese!” Pet Portraits or look for me on FaceBook.
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http://barkcheese.wordpress.com/dogs-and-national-parks/
http://barkcheese.wordpress.com/dogs-and-national-parks/
http://www.barkcheese.com
http://www.barkcheese.com
http://www.barkcheese.com
http://www.barkcheese.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bark-Cheese/270397580899?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bark-Cheese/270397580899?ref=hl

